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Khartoum Declaration
26 September 2018

We are the ministers of agriculture, environment, media and communication technology responsible for ag-
riculture, livestock, environment and information and communication technology in the participating countries:
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, the Republic of Tunisia, the Republic of Sudan,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the republic of Iraq, the State of Qatar, The republic of Lebanon, the Sultanate of
Oman, the State of Palestine, Arab Republic of Egypt, and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. Present were also
representatives of regional, international and Arab organizations working in the fields of agriculture and informa-
tion technology sectors in the Arab and African regions.

We point to the international, regional, Arab and African orientations which target the eradication of hunger,
alleviating poverty, achieving food and water security, preserving natural and environmental resources, and ac-
knowledging the great role that information and communications technology (ICT) and the new technological
trends including the Internet of Things (loT) can play in bringing about a qualitative change in the agricultural sec-
tor. This change will allow the achievement of high levels of productivity of the main food commodities through
the efficient and rational use of available resources, which will positively contribute to improving the rates of
economic growth, sustainable agricultural development and achieve food security in the Arab and African re-
gions. In view of all the above we emphasize the following:

1. We appreciate the efforts exerted by the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States, the African Union
and the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development to achieve Arab-African integration aimed at achiev-
ing food security and hunger eradication through the joint Arab-African mechanism of action.

2. The need to support the adoption of smart agriculture and ICT applications in agriculture to increase produc-
tivity and achieve food security while preserving natural resources and the environment, and establishing a
regional institution body for the smart agriculture forum to serve as an effective mechanism to setup and
develop a regional agenda of smart agriculture and its applications, and assuring annual organization of this
forum.

3. We affirm that we are part of the international consensus aimed at eradicating hunger (Goal 2 of the Sustain-
able Development Goals 2030), combating poverty (Goal 1 of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030), and
preserving the environment and natural resources by coordinating efforts in using information and communi-
cation technologies in agriculture to achieve integrated and sustainable solutions for the agricultural sector.

4. We emphasize the development of smart agricultural systems and technology and their applications and
include them in our national plans in accordance with our financial and human capabilities. We will work in
collaboration with the Arab and African countries to create a society capable of using the Internet of things
(loT) and new technological trends to achieve agricultural integration based on creativity and technological
innovation and contribute to food security and economic growth.

5. We appreciate the role of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development and the Arab Information and
Communication Technologies Organization and their efforts to achieve food security and the launch of the
smart agriculture initiative for the transformation from traditional agriculture to modern agriculture using
new technological trends. This approach will have a positive impact on agricultural productivity and the envi-
ronment and will reflect on economic growth.

6. We acknowledge Khartoum declaration by the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development and its inten-
tion of making the AOAD a knowledge hub in agriculture to serve researchers, experts, decision makers and
all stakeholders in the agricultural sector. We also acclaim the declaration by the Director General of AOAD to
establish a centre for entrepreneurship in agriculture within the structure of the organization to serve small
producers and small and medium scale owners.

7. We acknowledge the initiative of the Arab Information and Communication Technologies Organization to
setup a research Lab within the scope of the Arab-China Center of Excellence BDS/GNSS in AICTO, to lead
studies and implement innovative projects in the field of Smart Agriculture and Precision Farming by the use
of satellite technologies. And we salute the willingness of the Chinese Satellite Navigation Office to support
this initiative.

8. We emphasize the role of the Arab and African private sector in entrepreneurship, innovation and the estab-
lishment of advanced laboratories to facilitate the adoption of information and communication technologies
through the use of digital applications and the Internet of things, while providing a special place for young
people (both men and women) to pursue entrepreneurship in this field.

9. We stress the importance of the establishment of regional and international partnerships between countries
producing ICT applications for agriculture, Arab and African countries, and finding mechanisms for financing
smart agriculture projects that involve small farmers.

10.We affirm our support for establishing institutional frameworks and strategies in line with the technological
developments to promote the use of smart agriculture.

11.We appreciate and encourage the development by Arab and African countries to set regulations and initiate
policies supportive of smart agriculture and related services, while setting up sustainable mechanism for
funding the Smart Agriculture.
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